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We all make mistakes in 
life. NHL teams’ brass are no ex-
ception, often doling out foolish 
amounts of money. But errors can 
be corrected with a buyout.

Teams can buy out the remain-
der of a player’s contract to save 
money and free up a roster spot. 
This also allows a player to seek 
employment elsewhere. As per the 
collective bargaining agreement, 
teams can buy out players for 
two-thirds of what remains on 
their contract over double the 
number of years left. “If one year 
is remaining on the contract, then 
it equals double the payment 
term,” said Rand Simon of New-
port Sports Management. “Take 
Colby Armstrong, he has a one-
year period, so he’ll be paid ($1 
million per year) over two years.”

Armstrong, like many other 
players bought out of their con-
tracts (see chart), will collect dol-
lars from former employers while 

on different teams. But do their 
old teams drop a bag of money 
on their front doorstep and say 
“good riddance” or do they get 
paid like regular nine-to-fivers? 
“Regular pay periods are from 
October through April and there 
are 13 pay periods in total per 
season,” Simon said. “Players get 
a paycheque every two weeks.”

So just like active players, the 
bought-out boys get paid every 
two weeks – some without even 
playing in the NHL. Toronto will 
pay Darcy Tucker, who retired 
after 2009-10, $1 million each 
of the next two seasons – that’s 
13 cheques of $76,923.08 (before 
tax) each. And the Islanders pay 
Alexei Yashin $2.2 million per for 
another three years after buying 
out his 10-year contract before 
2007-08. That’s a $169,230.76 
stipend every two weeks to be as 
far away from Long Island as pos-
sible. – Bryan McWilliaM

Show Me 
The Money

 Players & Buyouts
TeaM  Player 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15
Boston Patrick eaves  $258,333    

carolina Derek Joslin  $75,000  $125,000 

columbus Mike commodore  $1,541,666  $1,141,666 $1,141,666

Dallas eric Godard  $258,333  $233,333 

edmonton Sheldon Souray  $1,500,000    

Florida Matt Bradley  $283,333  $333,333 

Minnesota cam Barker  $541,666   
 Mark Parrish  $927,778  $927,778 

nashville Brett lebda  $466,667   
 J-P Dumont  $1,333,333    

new Jersey eric Boulton  $162,500  $250,000 
 colin White  $1,000,000   
 Trent Hunter  $666,667  $666,667 $666,667

ny islanders alexei yashin  $2,204,000  $2,204,000 $2,204,000

ny rangers chris Drury  $1,666,667    

Philadelphia Oskars Bartulis $100,000  $100,000 

Tampa Bay Vinny Prospal  $1,166,667  $1,166,667 $1,166,667

Toronto colby armstrong  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 
 Darcy Tucker  $1,000,000  $1,000,000 

Washington Tyler Sloan  $233,333    

 TOTalS  $16,385,943 $9,148,444 $5,179,000

Amount allocated to 
buyout players since the 
option came into effect 
after the lockout. Alexei 
Yashin with his $17.6- 
million buyout bonanza 
from the Isles is tops.
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